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Agenda

 NEPA – The basics: What is it and why do we do it?

 NEPA and the MDOT LAP Program: What does NEPA and the MDOT LAP program look like?

 Changes/Updates: NEPA application / timelines, SHPO, T&E



NEPA: The Basics

 Federal Law

 Impacts projects with a federal nexus (funding, permits)

 Addresses impacts to the human environment

 Socio-Economic

 Natural Environment

 Is a decision making process



• Public Involvement
• Wetland and 

Floodplain Permits
• Farmland Protection
• Water Quality 

Protection

• Historic 
Preservation

• Title VI and 
Environmental 
Justice

• Recreation 
Area 
Protection

• Threatened
and Endangered 
Species

• Coastal Zone 
Consistency

• Air Quality 
Conformity

• Noise 
Abatement

• Sustainable 
Development

• Community 
Impact 
Assessment

NEPA: The Basics

NEPA
National Environmental Policy Act



NEPA and the MDOT LAP Program

Local Agency is 
responsible for evaluating 
environmental impacts 
and classifying the project 
on behalf of FHWA.

01
NEPA application 
submitted to MDOT LAP 
for review.

02
If MDOT concurs with the 
local agency findings for 
a CE, MDOT signs and 
approves the 
classification. 
If no concurrence, re-
examine impacts and 
submit additional info, OR, 
move to EA or EIS.

03
Easy as 1, 2, 3… maybe…



NEPA and the MDOT LAP Program

Major Federal Actions:

MDOT LAP averages <5 major federal actions per year
 Requires in-depth analysis of environmental factors

 Requires higher degree of public involvement and coordination with resource 
agencies

 Requires alternatives analysis including a no-build option

 Much larger time and resource commitment

 Requires review and comment of FHWA and EPA



Changes/Updates: NEPA application

A revised NEPA application is in 
development for the LAP program

 Replacing MDOT form 0260 
(pages 4&5 in current LAP 
application) and wetland section

 Will become a standalone 
document which is due 2-6 
months ahead of current program 
application

 Will be available for use starting 
01/01/2019 

 New standalone MDOT-LAP-NEPA 
webpage



Changes/Updates: NEPA application

Major Application Changes:
• Mapping: Will require a project map to be submitted which identifies 

project limits and impacted environmental resources (i.e. wetlands, historic 
properties…).

• Environmental Factor Review: Supplemental questions are asked to help 
derive the level of impact.

• Environmental Factor Review: In most sections, a comment space is 
provided for local agencies to elaborate on impacts, mitigations, 
avoidance measures or collaboration with resource agencies.

• Environmental Factor Review: In some instances supplemental attachments 
are needed such as: public notices/minutes, noise/air analysis, resource 
agency correspondence



Changes/Updates: NEPA 
application

Application title page



Changes/Updates: NEPA 
application

Project Detail and Contacts



Changes/Updates: NEPA 
application

Project Mapping



Changes/Updates: NEPA 
application

Environmental Factors



Changes/Updates: NEPA 
application

Classify & Certify



Changes/Updates: NEPA application



Changes/Updates: 
NEPA application
 1) Qualifying question if/then

 2) Supplemental questions

 3) Supporting attachments

 4) Comment / Additional info section

 5) Resource / reference material



Changes/Updates: NEPA application

Examples: Environmental Maps

Use the future LAP web mapping portal, use your own GIS, or use a 
free online mapping tool.

Maps must:
• Symbology: Clear and discernable symbology depicting project 

limits and environmental factors.
• Legend/Key: A legend or key

• Scale: Select an appropriate map scale where items are clear 
• Reference Features: To your best ability; road names, bridge IDs, 

lake/river/creek/drain names



Changes/Updates: SHPO
New programmatic SHPO Exemptions as of May 2018 (Posted to MDOT LAP 
webpage)

Major Changes:
• No ‘Federal Nexus’

• Curb Ramps

• Traffic Signals

• Guardrail

• Bridge Preventative Maintenance

A Link to the August 2018 SHPO webinar should be posted to the MDOT LAP 
webpage as well.



Changes/Updates: SHPO

Section 106 process has NOT changed. Agency responsibility remains the same.

1) Identify the Area of Potential Effect (APE)

2) Identify historic properties in the APE (above and below ground)

3) Assess the effects that the undertaking may have on historic properties in the APE
• No historic properties identified, no affect

• * Project is exempt based on 2018 exemption guidelines – document, no further action 
needed

• Adverse affects on historic properties

4) Contact the SHPO for consultation. See MDOT LAP webpage for specifics on filling 
out the section106 form.



Changes/Updates: 
Threatened & 
Endangered Species

Threatened and Endangered 
Species Screening Process – As 
of October 2017
Webinar scheduled for January 
17, 2019 (See MI LTAP 
webpage)



Changes/Updates: Threatened & 
Endangered Species
Mussel Survey & Relocation Protocol, 
published February 2018.
Quick Tips: 
• Get a project screen done for mussels 

through the MiWaters Transportation 
Service Request.

• If federal species found, coordinate with 
the USFWS. For State species, MDNR.

• Identify need for survey early in project 
planning to avoid delay!

Eastern Massasauga and bat screening 
documents available on MDOT LAP website
Quick tips: 
• If there is potential to affect EMR or its 

habitat, contact USFWS. 
• There are BMPs and maintenance 

practices for ‘within known range’ of 
EMR i.e. bio-degradeable erosion 
control.

• For major bridge projects (heavy rehab 
or replacement) in bat territory, have a 
bat inspection done.

• If there are tree cuttings on a project 
within bat habitat, you need to contact 
USFWS, even if you plan on 
implementing winter tree clearing.



Thank you
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