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Overview

• History of the environmental clearance 
form and the revision

• Where can you get it? When do you 
need to start using it?

• A look at the form
• Mapping requirement

• Other works on the horizon



History of the LAP Environmental Clearance Form

Why do we have the form in the first place???

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Mandatory Environmental review for 

projects that have:
• Federal Monies
• Federal Permits
• Federal License
• Federal Oversight



History of 
LAP NEPA 
Clearance 
Form

Current/Previous: MDOT form 0259 
pages 4,5,6 within LAP program 

application (form 1775 going away also)

New: MDOT form 5323 standalone
LAP Env. Clearance Form

6 pages 18 pages



History of the LAP Environmental Clearance Form

Why the new form?
2017 FHWA conducted a 
compliance assessment and found 
the current application to be 
lacking proper language and 
detail.

Moving from ‘concur’ to ‘approve’
Collect additional details and 
documentation to ensure a proper 
analysis and classification  of the 
project was done. 
Maps
Follow-up questions
Comment section 
Supporting documentation

Form 0260, Page 5



History of LAP NEPA Clearance Form – How the 
form was developed

LAP NEPA sub-committee
• Made up of FHWA, MDOT and County 

& City members
• Meet bi-monthly 
• Weigh-in from all three levels of govt.

Feedback
• Draft versions of form were sent to 

selected road commissions outside of 
committee for feedback

• Draft versions were made available to 
MDOT Environmental personnel for 
comment

New LAP 
Environmental 

Clearance 
Form

Road 
Commissions

FHWA

MDOT



Where can I 
get the form?

At this time, the form can be found on the MDOT 
forms repository webpage: 
https://mdotjboss.state.mi.us/webforms/WebFor
msHome.htm

Search for Form Number 5323

https://mdotjboss.state.mi.us/webforms/WebFormsHome.htm


Timeline for Implementation
Any GI package for FY20 and beyond received on/after 10/1/19 requires NEPA application 5323.

Larger/more complex projects should start 
using 5323 by March/April

Less intensive projects should start using 5323
by June/July

In general:



The LAP 
Environmental 

Clearance 
Form

Cover page – Page 1

Project Detail – Page 2

Project Mapping – Page 3

Environmental Factor Review – Pages 4 – 17

Classify and Certify – Page 18 



Cover Page

Overview of Law & Requirement

Application Details

Commonly Used Acronyms

Resource Disclaimer



Project 
Detail and 

Contact 
Sheet

Adds flexibility to submit items
later in process

Revision description

MDOT JN: Helps provide 
consistency



NEW –
Project 

Mapping

Map all constructible elements 
Of the project

Must include these 
environmental elements 
if within project/study 

area

Local Agency 
mapping portal

provide by MDOT. Accessed 
through MiLogin

The project map can be attached 
directly to the application



Project 
Mapping 

Tips & 
Examples



Project Mapping – MDOT LAP Map Viewer

Environmental Layers

Draw/Search Tools

Base map Selection



Project 
Mapping –
MDOT LAP 

Map Viewer

Status of the map viewer:

• Currently in development, sent first round of 
comments back

• UAT to occur in February

• Anticipated implementation date 03/01/2019



Project 
Mapping –
MDOT LAP 

Map Viewer

Wish List for the future:

 Read in spatial location information from JobNet.

 Allow the user the ability to upload their own 
dataset.

 Allow the user the ability to download unrestricted 
datasets.

 Develop reporting functionality that identifies all 
possible environmental impacts as it relates to a 
particular project.

 Develop a tool that allows insertion of a legend for 
toggled layers.



Environmental 
factor review

IDENTIFY RESOURCE: Qualifying question. Map 
and/or scope must support answer.

Comment on impacts, avoidance and 
mitigation  measures as necessary

Check if any permits will be needed
for this project

Provides additional context and  resources

IDENTIFY IMPACTS: Follow-up questions about 
impacts

HOW WILL YOU AVOID, MINIMIZE, 
OR MITIGATE

PERMITS NEEDED



Environmental 
factor review

Some sections will require attachments

Attachments can be viewed 
by opening the attachment 
viewing pane in Adobe or 
Nuance

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION



Environmental 
factor review –

More Info 
Button

Click



Wild & Scenic 
Rivers & State 

Designated 
Natural Rivers

Identify: Use LAP mapping portal, rivers.gov, MDNR 
Natural Rivers webpage

Describe impacts and minimization 
measures

Check which permits will be needed for this
project

Does my project have an impact to one of these 
waterbodies?

 Work below the OHWM
 Slope disturbance
 Stormwater runoff / sedimentation

Identify impacted waterbody



Commercially 
Navigable 

Rivers. Sec 10

Summarize communications with 
Army Corp. and the Coast Guard

Identify: LAP Map Viewer or MiWaters TSR

Does my project have an impact to one of these 
waterbodies?
 Work below the OHWM

Describe minimization measures



Coastal Zones

Identify Impacts (examine your scope)

Describe avoidance, minimization
or mitigation

Identify: LAP Map Viewer or MiWaters TSR



Wetlands

Identify Impacts (examine your scope)

Describe mitigation plan

LAP Map Viewer, MDEQ, CSS, Wetlands Map 
Viewer (All wetlands should be verified by MDEQ)



Floodplain 

Describe the nature of work in 
Floodplain and any special provisions 
as part of the floodplain permit

Identify: LAP Map Viewer, FEMA flood map 
service, MDEQ Water Resources Division will 
estimate your 100-year floodplain upon request.

Follow-up questions to assess the level of
impact



Water Quality 

Follow-up questions: Does your project directly 
discharge stormwater into an impaired 
waterbody?

Identify: LAP Map Viewer



Threatened & 
Endangered 

Species 

Use LAP T&E Review Process & species 
specific guidance (More Info Button)

Use the species specific screening
documents



Threatened & 
Endangered 

Species 



Historic 
Properties

Is your work exempt?

Work not exempt



Historic 
Properties



Section 4(f) 
Properties

Proximity to 4(f) resource; Identify: 
LAP Map viewer, Local Resources

Access to 4(f) resource

Construction impacts to 4(f) resource

conversion of 4(f) resource



Section 6(f) 
Properties

Proximity to 6(f) resource; Identify: 
LAP Map viewer, Regional MDNR

Grant Coordinator

Will you have impacts?

If you have impacts, you should contact 
MDNR and the Department of Interior.

You will want to document the correspondence



Agricultural  
Properties

Identify if you will be impacting PA116 
Property or USDA Prime and 

Unique Farmland

Describe minimization or mitigation
As discussed with USDA or MDARD



Hazardous / 
Toxic Material

Identify: LAP map viewer, 
MDEQ Environmental Mapper

Ground Disturbance?

Feel free to comment on material/site 
and disposal plan (not required)



Traffic Impacts

Identify if you have any of the 
following in your scope

Indicate if a traffic analysis 
has been completed or not 

and attach as necessary

Why is this work is necessary
And comment on why a

Noise analysis was not done, if 
no

Inform public of proposed 
changes?



Noise Impacts



Air Quality

Is your project located in a 
non-attainment or 
maintenance area?

Is the project listed as exempt 
on the S/TIP?

Project level hot spot analysis
Needed for projects in a non-
Attainment/maintenance area 

and not listed as exempt on 
S/TIP



Public 
Controversy

Was there any significant 
public controversy?

Describe

Was the public allowed to 
Comment; how did you 

address concerns?



Environmental 
factor review –

Classify & 
Certify

Preparer determines 
classification

Preparer and Local Agency 
certifies classification

MDOT APPROVES
classification (or returns to LA 

for more info or 
reclassification)



Submit Form 
Comments To:

Eric Costa
costae@Michigan.gov

By February 22nd

mailto:costae@Michigan.gov


Other Works in Progress

LAP EA Document Outline 
• Standardizes all EA submissions
• Reduces local agency burden on what 

information to include
• Simple check box form for local 

agency/consultant use
• Will be available on the LAP NEPA 

webpage



Other Works in Progress

Resource Agency Contact List
• For use during early coordination 

effort for EAs and EISs
• Broken up into five groupings:

• Federal Resource Agencies
• State Resource Agencies
• Federally Recognized Tribes
• Planning Regions
• Special Interest Groups



Thanks!
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