
Reporting on Michigan bridge conditions
2020 Transportation Asset Management Conference

“Right now, we have crumbling bridges with hundreds of 
temporary supports holding them up. Buses of school kids and 
families travel over them — and under them. Chunks of 
concrete have slammed through windshields.”
– Gov. Gretchen Whitmer



PHOTOS BY ERIC SEALS AND RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS
❚Left: Damage on the East River Road Bridge over N. Hickory Canal. ❚Center: Steel mesh underneath  a bridge on 
Second Avenue above I-94. ❚Right: Crumbled concrete on the closed bridge on  Trowbridge Court in Bloomfi�eld
Hills. ❚Bottom: A school bus crosses Dearborn’s Miller Road Bridge.

How we did this
The Free Press obtained and analyzed 
data from the Michigan Department 
of Transportation, Federal Highway 
Administration and the 
Transportation Asset Management 
Council on bridge conditions, 
projects, spending and funding. We 
went out with a state inspector to 
better understand how bridges are 
inspected. We also visited bridges 
independently and talked with 
residents and businesses about local 
bridge conditions and their impacts.



Bridge inspection (video): Slide 3









I-94 Bridge drive (video): Slide 7



https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2019/06/07/map-michigan-poor-bridges-cost/3266581002/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2019/06/07/map-michigan-poor-bridges-cost/3266581002/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2019/06/07/interactive-michigan-bridges-poor/3745475002/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2019/06/07/interactive-michigan-bridges-poor/3745475002/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2020/01/31/wayne-county-bridge-inspections-audits/2598214001/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2020/01/31/wayne-county-bridge-inspections-audits/2598214001/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2019/05/14/interactive-bridges-michigan-roads/2305976002/
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2019/05/14/interactive-bridges-michigan-roads/2305976002/


Questions?

Contact:
Kristi Tanner
Detroit Free Press
ktanner@freepress.com
(313) 222-8877

mailto:ktanner@freepress.com
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